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of themselves sufficiently perplexed, or to lay any obstacle
in the way of those who would gladly be stopped.

That tie army is filled with gcntlomon, is so far, my
lords, from proving that there is nothing to ho feared from
it, that it is the only foundation of all our solicitude. For
none but gentlemen can injure our liberties, and \vhilo the
posts of the army are bestowed as rewards of senatorial
slavery, gentlemen will always bo found who will bo cor-
rupted themselves, and can corrupt a borough; who will
purchase a vote in the house, and soil it for military pre-
ferments. By the posts of the army tho senate inny bo
corrupted, and by the corruption of tho somite tho army
be perpetuated.

Those, my lords, who arc tho warmest opponents of tho
army, apprehend not. any danger from thoir swords, but
from their votes. As they have been of late regulated
without discipline or subordination, I should not feel such
anxiety at seeing them led on by their now ooumwndertf
against a body of honest ploughmen, united in the cause of
virtue* and of liberty; 1 should, with great; alacrity, draw
my sword against them, and should not doubt of seeing
thorn in a short time heaped upon our fields

But, my lords, they are employed to ruin UN by a wore
slow and silent method ; they aro directed to inlluence
their relations in the senate, and to suborn the voters in
our small towns; they are dispersed over the nation <o
instil dependence, and being enslaved themselves, willingly
undertake the propagation of slavery.

That the army is instrumental in extending tho influence*
of the ministry to the senate, cannot bo denied, when mili-
tary preferments are held no longer than while he that
possesses them gives a sanction, by bin vota, to the mea-
sures of the court; when no degree of merit is auiHci'ent
to balance a single act of senatorial opposition, and whtw
the nation is rather to be left to the defence of boya, than
the minister be suspected of misconduct.

Could either bravery or knowledge, reputation, or iwHt
services, known fidelity to his majesty, or tho moat con*
capacity for high trust, have secured any man in